
#EmpowHer
A quick snap with my coworkers, Milinda

Ysasi (2nd Ward) and Kelsey Perdue (3rd

Ward). Together we are striving to make our

City more equitable for all.

As August approaches, it is not too late to enjoy summer activities, nor is it too early to begin preparing
for the return to school for many of our families. When my own children were in school, I'd sometimes
wonder as a single parent how I was going to juggle it all between needing new shoes and backpacks,
class schedules, and annual physicals; but, the resources and programs in our community have
changed and grown since then, and I would like to share those vital resources with you now. If you or
someone you know is struggling to make ends meet for their children, forward them these resources
and hopefully together, we can lighten that weight on their shoulders.

The best place to start is by ensuring your child is enrolled properly, whether returning or new to our
Grand Rapids schools - start HERE to take the first steps.

I wish you all a great month of August - enjoy the sunshine and stay cool during these dog days of
summer. 

It's Almost Back to School Time!

F R I E N D S  O F  L I S A  K N I G H T A U G U S T   2 0 2 3  N E W S L E T T E R

A  N O T E  F R O M  L I S A

https://grps.org/departments/css/enrollment/


U P C O M I N G  C I T Y  O F  G R  E V E N T S
Hispanic Festival (Aug 4)
A Glimpse of Africa (Aug 12)
One Peace Hip-Hop Festival (Aug 12)
10th Annual Family Fiesta (Aug 18)
GR Fit Fest (Aug 18-27)
GRAAHI Rhythm Health Fair (Aug 19)
Wage 'n' Wade (Aug 20)
Polish Festival (Aug 25)
Latino Health 5K (Aug 26)
Girls Choral Academy Fall Jump Start (Sept 7)
All City of GR Fitness Classes
Experience GR - August Events
Grand Rapids Public Library - August Events
Grand Rapids Public Museum - August Events

Did you know? Lisa sits

on the GRAAAMF Board!
B A C K  T O  S C H O O L  R E S O U R C E S
GIRLS CHORAL ACADEMY - registration is now open
for the 2023-24 season! As the Director, Lisa would
love to teach and sing with your child this year.

TANGER OUTLET SCHOOL SHOPPING BASH -
vendor giveaways, grand prize raffle drawing, face
painting for the kids, and more.

IN THE IMAGE SHOES PROGRAM - for free shoes,
vision screening and school supplies from August 7-23.

EL INFORMADOR BACKPACK GIVEAWAY - returns
for the 11th year on August 11.

BACK TO SCHOOL BASH - for free school supplies
for up to 250 GRPS students on August 27.

CHECK THE GRPS CALENDAR - for orientations,
enrollment deadlines, and more!

https://www.experiencegr.com/event/family-fun-days/81556/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfPYa3Dh4OUVLHmXBZzLFLJ9EWcYtckrkn41x1YYLBjyaoWlA/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/events/6124985407627404/?ref=newsfeed
https://www.publicnow.com/view/C8E926B174BCF57D6B3A1B258CC84AA6840EC607?1690386395
https://hispanic-center.org/festival-hispano/
https://www.aglimpseofafrica.org/
https://onepeacefest.org/
https://www.grandrapidsmi.gov/Our-City/Events-Activities/Family-Fiesta-2023
https://sweatnet.com/grandrapids/
https://www.grandrapidsmi.gov/Our-City/Events-Activities/Rhythm-Health-Fair-2023
https://checkout.eventcreate.com/wag-n-wade-dog-swim-la/select-buy
https://polishheritagesociety.com/schedule-of-events%2Fmusic
https://runsignup.com/Race/MI/GrandRapids/WestMichiganLatinoHealth5kWalkRun
https://www.facebook.com/events/2040898419591197/?ref=newsfeed
https://secure.rec1.com/MI/city-of-grand-rapids/catalog
https://www.experiencegr.com/events/this-month/
https://grpl.bibliocommons.com/v2/events
https://www.grpm.org/exhibits/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1jBBRTVKwh6MCuKDPf4hVPJI_jbN8d5ZqOf8Dzn7r6ow/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/grand-rapids-back-to-school-tickets-677544462727
https://www.intheimage.org/shoes
https://www.newsbreak.com/wyoming-mi/3102026044499-el-informador-backpack-giveaway-is-coming-up
https://grandrapidsfoodiefest.com/events-copy/
https://grps.org/our-district/district-calendar/back-to-school-calendars/


What has Lisa been up to?
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Resource Corner




Report an issue

Current GR road projects

MI Lead Safe Services

Mental Health Resources

Lisa attends the Women 
United Summer Celebration.

Lisa welcomes new Family 
Promise CEO, Tenisa Frye.

Lisa supports Food Truck 
Fridays at Riverside Park.

Northend Wellness
Coalition (NEWC)

N E I G H B O R D H O O D  A S S O C I A T I O N
I N T E R A C T I V E  M A P

Commissioner Knight's advocacy is highlighted in
this Fox17 article regarding changes to City

ordinances related to activity in public spaces.

Look up your State Rep or
State Senator

Access all editions of GR
Connected e-Newsletter

Stay up to date on the
Participatory Budgeting

(PBGR) progress

https://www.grandrapidsmi.gov/Services/Register-for-Grand-Rapids-Emergency-Alerts
https://www.grandrapidsmi.gov/Residents/Report-an-Issue/All
https://www.grandrapidsmi.gov/Residents/Road-Construction
https://www.michigan.gov/mileadsafe/lead-services
https://www.grandrapidsmi.gov/Government/Departments/Police-Department/Critical-Incident-April-4/Mental-Health-Resources
https://northendwellness.org/aboutus/
https://www.grandrapidsmi.gov/Government/Departments/Community-Development/Neighborhood-Lookup-Map
https://www.fox17online.com/news/local-news/citys-new-ordinances-on-public-spaces-draws-support-criticism
https://www.fox17online.com/news/local-news/citys-new-ordinances-on-public-spaces-draws-support-criticism
https://house.mi.gov/
https://senate.michigan.gov/
https://us16.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=181cb0b9192edd05ab2beaa2c&id=e9fa0d1600
https://www.grandrapidsmi.gov/Government/Programs-and-Initiatives/Participatory-Budgeting

